


 
 Indian Professional boxer Vijender Singh won the World Boxing 

Organization (WBO) Oriental Super Middleweight title. 

 

 He defeated Zulpikar Maimaitiali of China. 

 

 It was his ninth successive win in his Professional career. 

 

 National Handloom Day is observed on 7th August. 
 
 The National Handloom Dayis being observed on 7 August every 

year to honor the handloom weavers in the country. 

 

 It is the third edition of the National Handloom Day after it was 

instituted in 2015. 

 

 Handloom sector contributes to nearly 15% of the cloth production 

in the country and also contributes to the country‘s export earnings 

to 95 %. 

 

 Aparna appointed as Executive Director of World Bank. 
 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) appointed 

senior IAS officer from Gujarat S. Aparna as Executive Director of 

the World Bank. 

 

 She replaces Subhash Garg who was recently appointed as 

Economic Affairs Secretary, Union Ministry of Finance. 

 

 At the World Bank, she will represent the constituency of India, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri Lanka for three years. 

 
Gk bit- World Bank 

 World Bank is one of five institutions created at the Breton Woods 

Conference in 1944. It is part of the United Nations system, but its 
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governance structure is different. Its headquarter is situated at 

Washington DC. World Bank provides loans to developing countries 

for capital programmes.  

 
 WorldBank provides loans to developing countries for capital 

programmes. World Bank comprises only two institutions viz. 

 
 The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD) and International Development Association (IDA).  

 
 In contrast, World Bank Group comprises three more viz.  

 
 Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and International Centre for Settlement 
of Investment Disputes (ICSID). 
 

 India will gain 100% literacy in next 5 years, Union HRD 
Minister Prakash Javadekar says 
 

 Union HRD MinisterPrakash Javadekar  claimed that India would 
achieve 100 per cent literacy rate within the next five years. 
 

 "There was a literacy rate of 18 per cent in the post independence era. 
Today it has gone up to 80 per cent and I guarantee that within next 
five years, it will be 100 per cent. There will be no illiteracy in the 
country," he said while speaking at the 'Festival of Education' organised 
by the Rajasthan government along with education provider GEMS 
Education. 

 Lack of networking leading to organ wastage. 
 
 Thousands of people die of end-stage organ disease in the country 

every year. Yet, hundreds of organs such as heart, lungs and liver 
donated by the deceased in India are being discarded even after 
families of the deceased volunteered to donate them, National Organ 
and Tissue Transplant Organisation data show. 
 

 Until 2013, many cities including Mumbai had not done a heart 
transplant because they didn't have a programme to retrieve organs 
from the brain-dead but with a system in place, the situation is 
improving. 
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 Organ transplant, although expensive, is the only permanent cure for 

patients with irreparable organ damage. During this procedure, doctors 
replace the ailing organ with a healthy one from a brain-dead patient. 
 
 

 Organisations such as state-level (SOTTO) and regional-level 
(ROTTO) organisations will aim to distribute organs in a fair and 
judicious manner. 

 

 Need to increase cold storage capacity for farm produce. 
 There is a need to increase the cold storage capacity for farm produce 

by 30-40 lakh tonnes as huge raw foodstuff perish in India, a top official 
of Ministry of Food Processing Industry (FPI) . 

 
 According to a rough estimate, farm produce worth Rs one lakh crore 

perish in India annually for want of adequate storage infrastructure and 
processing facility. 

 
 India's cold storage capacity is 3.5 crore tonnes right now, which was 

short by 30 to 40 lakh tonnes. 
 

 Minimum Support Price (MSP) system for perishable raw foodstuff 
won't be effective unless the storage and processing facilities are 
developed. 

 

 Know all about Indian tribes at the click of a mouse. 

 
 These and many more questions about lifestyle, living conditions and 

historic facts about tribals are being documented in the first attempt to 
create a unique repertoire of Tribes of India. 
 

 The ministry of tribal affairs to create an online database on Tribes of 
India, which would document their evolution, place in history, 
contribution in India‘s freedom struggle, changes in lifestyle, eating 
habits, architecture of huts or semi-pucca houses, education level, 
mortality rate, traditional art, folk dances and other anthropological 
details. 
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 The database would include rare photographs and videos – running in 
thousands – collected from different Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) 
spread across states. Though TRIs have always held these 
photographs, there had been no attempt to collect them and put them 
together in one place as a database. 
 

 At present, 10 crore Scheduled Tribes make up 8.6% of the country‘s 
population. However, despite the large numbers, there has been no 
attempt to document their unique lifestyles. 
 

 The database follows the central government‘s attempt to document 
the lives of Scheduled Tribes and dedicate museums to them. Last 
year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had called upon states to trace the 
contribution of Scheduled Tribes in the freedom struggle of India and 
build museums. 
 

 Since then, states have been working on several proposals. This online 
database would also have links to state museums once they are 
constructed. 

 

 NITI Aayog announces partnership with 6 states for 
health, education. 
 

 NITI Aayog has selected Uttar Pradesh, Assam, and Karnataka to 

improve healthcare delivery and key outcomes in these States. In 

Education, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Jharkhand have been 

selected for support to better learning outcomes. The six States 

have been chosen after a rigorous competitive process based on 

comprehensive metrics to determine potential for impact and 

likelihood of success.  

 
 This three-way partnership between NITI, State Governments and 

a knowledge partner for each of the sectors is part of the 

Sustainable Action for Transforming Human Capital (SATH) 

initiative of NITI Aayog.  

 
 NITI Aayog has been working to foster co-operative federalism by 

ranking states through health, water, education, and agricultural 

indices. However, SATH has been launched to go beyond ranking 

states and to handhold them in improving their social sector 
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indicators. SATH is a challenging and ambitious initiative as the 

baseline of various indicators and parameters of education and 

health in the States are in public domain. It defines a new 

dimension for cooperative federalism, where NITI Aayog and its 

knowledge partner will actively aid implementation of their 

recommendations, in addition to just policy inputs.  

 

 World‟s Shortest Woman Unveils 51-Feet High Book. 
 

 The world‘s shortest woman Jyoti Amge presented a 51-feet high 

book at a program on 6 of August. 

 

 The book Kadve Vachan is written by Jain saint Acharya Tarun 

Sagar Maharaj. It was unveiled by her in the presence of BJP state 

president Ashok Parnami. 

 

 It is the ninth volume of the book written in Hindi. 

 

 Amge is considered to be the world‘s shortest woman by 

the Guinness World Records at 62.8 cm. 

 

 Justice Dipak Misra set to become 45th Chief Justice 
of India. 

 
 The 63-year-old CJI-designate is the senior-most judge of 

the Supreme Courtafter Justice Khehar. He will be the third person 

from Odisha to be appointed the Chief Justice of India, after 

Justices Ranganath Misra and G B Pattanaik. 

 
 Justice J.S. Khehar, who is retiring on August 27, 2017 and Justice 

Mishra  will have a tenure of about 14 months till October 2, 2018. 

 
 Justice Misra was elevated to the Supreme Court on October 10, 

2011. He enrolled as an advocate on February 14, 1977 and 

appointed an Additional Judge of the Orissa High Court in 1996. 

After a stint in the Madhya Pradesh High Court, he became a 

Permanent Judge in December 1997 
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 Justice Misra authored the landmark judgement confirming the 

death penalty of four convicts in the brutal Nirbhaya gangrape and 

murder case. 

 
 Justice Misra also hit headline when the Bench he was leading 

ordered for National Anthem and National Flag are featured before 

shows in cinema theatres across the country. 

 

 Indian Railways earned Rs.540 crore through flexi 
fare scheme 

 The Indian Railways earned an additional revenue of Rs 540 

crore in less than a year through the flexible fare scheme. 

 

 This scheme launched on 09th September 2016 is applicable in 

Rajdhani, Shatabdi and Duronto trains. 

 

 It is around 10 per cent of the seats to be sold at the normal fare 

and thereafter increasing it by 10 per cent. 

         Gk bit – Flexi Scheme  
 The Railways made changes in the flexi fare structure to attract 

last minute travellers and introduced a range of discounts. 

 

 The 30 per cent tatkal charges have been waived for these 

premium trains, a 10 per cent rebate on basic fare has been 

offered on vacant berths after preparation of first chart in Rajdhani, 

Shatabdi and Duronto to lure last minute travellers, provision of 

tatkal quota has been reduced to 10 per cent from 30 per cent of 

the total berths available and there is also a provision for 

discounted fares for some trains. 

 

 Ankur Mittal Wins Gold Medal in Asian Shotgun 
Championship. 
 

 Indian shooter Ankur Mittal won the individual as well as the team 

Gold medal in Men‘s double trap at the 7th Asian Shotgun 

Championship. 
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 The Asian Shotgun Championship is held in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

 

 UAEs KhaledAlkaabi (70) won the silver in men‘s double trap 

event and SaifAlshamsy (53) won the bronze. 

 India ranks 43rd in 2017 Global Retirement Index. 
 

 India ranked last at 43rd position in 2017 Global Retirement Index 
(GRI) published by French asset management company Natixis 
Global. 
 

 The index ranks 43 countries on the basis of four factors namely 
the material means to live comfortably in retirement (Material Well-
being); access to quality health services (Health); access to quality 
financial services to help preserve savings value and maximize 
income (Finances) and a clean and safe environment (Quality of 
Life ). 
 

 The Top three countries in 2017 GRI are Norway, Switzerland, and 
Iceland. 
 

 

 NCERT launches web portal to supply Textbooks 
online. 

 

 The National Council of Educational Research and Training 
(NCERT) launched a web portal for the supply of textbooks to 
schools and individuals. 
 

 The web portal of NCERT will enable schools to place orders for 
their books online. It will also enable individual buyers to place 
their orders. 
 

 The NCERT is an autonomous organization set up in 1961 by the 
Union Government as a literary, scientific and charitable Society 
under the Societies. 

 

 

 75th anniversary of Quit India Movement. 
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 The nation is celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Quit India 
Movement today. A number of events are being planned to mark 
the occasion. 
 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called upon countrymen to start 
a new India movement ―SANKALP SE SIDDHI"- Attainment 
through Resolve. 
 

 Mr Modi, termed the month of August as a month of revolution as 
the non-cooperation movement was launched on 1st of August 
1920, Quit-India movement on 9th of August 1942 and on 15th 
August 1947 India became independent. 
 

 The National Archives of India is organizing a special exhibition in 
New Delhi from today to mark the 75th year of Quit India 
Movement and Azad Hind Fauj. The two big events of the Indian 
history will be displayed through thousands of declassified files 
and documents. 

 

 Maharashtra to raise $270 m from Green Climate 
Fund. 
 

 The 2030 Water Resources Group (2030WRG) will help the 
Maharashtra Government raise $270 million from the Green 
Climate Fund, which will be invested in integrated watershed 
programmes such as Jalyukt Shivar Yojana. 
 

 The Green Climate Fund (GCF) is a new fund under the UN and is 
guided by the principles and provisions of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. 
 

 The 2030WRG is hosted by the International Finance Corporation 
and is public-private-civil society collaboration for water resources 
reform in developing economies. 
 

 Its ultimate aim is to close the gap between water demand and 
supply by the year 2030. 
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INTERNATIONAL (TILL 10
TH

AUG'17) 

 

 UN: India to become more populous than China by 
2024. 
 
 According to the World population Prospectus: The Revision 

released by the United Nations, India with 1.3 billion inhabitants 
would surpass China‘s population of 1.4 billion by 2024, to 
become the World‘s populous country. 
 

 As per the report, the concentration of global population 
growth in the poorest countries is presenting a challenge. The 
population growth is expected to come from the 47 least 
developed countries where the fertility rate is around 4.3 births 
per woman. 
 
 

  International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking: 26 June 

 By resolution 42/112 of 7 December 1987, the UN General 

Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the International Day 

against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. 

 It aims to achieve the goal of an international society free of 

drug abuse. 

 The theme for 2017 is: "Listen First - Listening to children and 

youth is the first step to help them grow healthy and safe." 

 According to the report, Nigeria which is currently at the seventh 
place is expected to become the third most populous country by 
2050 replacing the US. 
 

 Germany legalises Same-Sex Marriage 
 
 Germany has legalised same-sex marriage in line with a host of 

other European countries. German lawmakers had voted 393 
for- and 226 against legalising same-sex marriage. Salient 
Facts Since 2001 Germany permits same-sex couples to 
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enter into civil partnerships but do not grant them full marital 
rights which include the possibility to jointly adopt children.  
 

 The new law can enter into force after receiving the nod from 
the upper house of Parliament and the President, though those 
are formalities. Though Chancellor Angela Merkel had voted 
against the measure, she had allowed her party members to 
vote as per their conscience. 

 
 Many European countries have a same-sex marriage law. In the 

countries like Norway, Sweden, Denmark (excluding the Faroe 
Islands), Finland, Iceland, the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, 
Portugal, Luxembourg, France, the UK (except Northern Ireland 
and Jersey), and the Republic of Ireland civil marriages are 
legally recognised. But in Austria and Italy, only civil 
partnerships are permitted. 

 

 Estonia to open the world‟s first data embassy in 
Luxembourg 

 

 The world‘s first ever data embassy is set for launch next year 

after the Estonian government signed a deal with Luxembourg. 

 Estonia is planning to keep backup files of its vital information 
on servers in the duchy in order to guarantee country's digital 
continuity. 
 

 India 1st country to give to UN Tax Fund with $100,000 

contribution 

  India has contributed $100,000 to a UN fund to help developing 

countries actively participate in the discussion of tax issues, 

becoming the first country to make the contribution. 

 The UN Tax Trust Fund aims to support the work of the 

Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax 

Matters (the UN Tax Committee).Voluntary contributions for the 

fund have been called for by the UN and the committee since its 

establishment in 2006. 
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 NASA launches Rocket to produce Colourful Artificial 
Clouds 

 

 The NASA has successfully launched Terrier-
Improved Malamute sounding rocket that 
created colourful artificial clouds visible in the skies of the US. 
The rocket was launched from its Wallops Flight Facility in 
Virginia. 
 

 The artificial clouds are formed through the interaction of 
barium, strontium and cupric-oxide. The vapour tracers will help 
in understanding the movement of the particles in the 
ionosphere. It will help to learn more about the movement of the 
air currents at that altitude. 

 
Gk Byte – Ionosphere 
 
 The ionosphere is called so because it is ionised by solar 
radiation. It plays an important part in atmospheric 
electricity and forms the inner edge of the magnetosphere. 
Ionosphere stretches from 50 to 1,000 km and typically overlaps 
both the exosphere and the thermosphere. It has practical 
importance because it influences, for example, radio 
propagation on the Earth. It is also responsible for auroras. 
 
 

 
 China launches its first X-ray space telescope. 

 
 China launched its first x-ray telescope, a significant step in the 

country‘s race to develop a space program that can rival that of the 
US or Russia. 
 

 The Hard X-ray Modulation Telescope (HXMT) took off from 
China‘s Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center, the country‘s first satellite 
launch site, located in Inner Mongolia via a domestically-developed 
Long March-4B rocket. 
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 Once in orbit, the telescope will be used to observe high-energy 
entities like black holes, pulsars and gamma-ray bursts in order to 
understand more about their energy sources. 
 

 World‟s first train that runs on virtual tracks in China 

 China has unveiled the world's first 'railless' train - a train that runs 

on virtual tracks. 

 China is also testing a bus that can straddle the road, and allow 

traffic to pass under it. 

 New train is part of China's attempts to develop "intelligent rail 

express system". Instead of railway tracks, the train runs on rubber 

tyres. 

 The train can move at a maximum speed of 70 km/hour. 

 

 65 million people displaced in 2016: UN 

 Record 65.6 million people worldwide were forcibly displaced from 

their homes owing to conflict or persecution by the end of 2016 

 It includes 22.5 million refugees, 40.3 million internally displaced 

people and 2.8 million asylum seekers. 

 For the third consecutive year, Turkey hosted the largest number 

of refugees worldwide, with 2.9 million people. 

 It was followed by Pakistan (1.4 million), Lebanon (1 million), Iran 

(979,400), Uganda (940,800), and Ethiopia (791,600) 

 

 Sharjah named World Book Capital. 

 Sharjah has been named the ‗World Book Capital‘ title for 2019 by 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO). 
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 The honour is a recognition of the emirate‘s pioneering role in 

supporting and expanding the local and regional publishing 

industries. 

 The accolade is an important addition to Sharjah‘s existing 

portfolio of milestones like, Capital of Arab Culture (1998), Capital 

of Islamic Culture (2014), and Capital of Arab Tourism (2015). 

 

  World Bank approves $500 million grant package for 

Afghanistan projects. 

 The World Bank has approved financing worth more than $500 

million for Afghanistan to support a string of projects to boost the 

economy, help improve service delivery in five cities and support 

Afghan refugees sent back from Pakistan. 

 The bank said the six grants, including donor money, worth some 

$520 million would help the Afghan government 

 

 European Commission's fine on Google. 

 
 The long arm of the European Commission has once again struck 

the technology world with the imposition of a €2.42 billion ($2.7 

billion) fine on Google for the company‘s abuse of its market 

position.  

 The Commission found that Google abused its dominance in the 

Internet search market to give itself an unfair advantage in another 

market — comparison shopping services. Google‘s comparison 

shopping service disadvantaged competitors by placing them 

lower in its search results, systematically giving Google‘s own 

services higher placement and greater visibility, leading to more 

clicks. Google, which is required to pay the fine within 90 days, 

may appeal the decision.  
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         Gk byte -  EU 
 European Union is as an economic and political partnership 

consisting of 28 member countries. A law made in European 

Parliament is applicable and binding on all Member States directly. 

It is a single market allowing the free movement of goods and 

people. The union has its own currency, the Euro, which is being 

used by 19 member countries. The capital of European Union is 

located in Brussels, Belgium. 

 
 The European Commission (EC) is an institution of the European 

Union, responsible for proposing legislation, implementing 

decisions, upholding the EU treaties and managing the day-to-day 

business of the EU 

 

 North Korea claims successful test of its first 

intercontinental missile   

 

 

 
 North Korea has claimed that it has successfully test-fired its first 

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) Hwasong-14 into waters 

near Sea of Japan. The claim was confirmed by United States. 
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The launch appeared to be North Korea‘s most successful missile 

test since its ballistic missile programme gathered pace in the late 

1990s. The successful test also marks North Korea‘s the final step 

in becoming confident and powerful nuclear state that can strike 

anywhere on Earth. 

 
 Based on missile‘s height and trajectory path, US scientists claim 

that missile could potentially be powerful enough to reach Alaska. 

 The missile had reached an altitude higher and flew longer than 

any of the North Korea‘s previous similar tests. The missile had 

landed in Japan‘s exclusive economic zone. US has strongly 

condemned the launch and added that it will never accept a 

nuclear-armed North Korea. The ICBM testing represents a new 

escalation of the threat to US and its allies and partners, the region 

and the world. 

 
 North Korea will be 8th nation in the world to successfully test 

ICBM. Other countries that have ICBM technology are US, Russia, 

China, UK, France, Israel and India. 

 

 
 Gk byte - Intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) 

 
  An ICBM is a missile launched by a land-based system that is 

intended to carry nuclear payloads. To qualify as an ICBM, a 

missile must have a minimum range of 5,500km. The most 

significant difference between an ICBM and other ballistic missiles 

is its greater range and speed. It enables countries to strike 

exceptionally distant targets with minimum warning. 

 
 An intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) is a ballistic 

missile with a range of 3,000–5,500 km (1,864–3,418 miles), 

between a medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM) and 

an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) 

 
Ballistic missile vs. Cruise missile 
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 A ballistic missile is launched directly into the high layers of the 

earth's atmosphere. It travels well outside the atmosphere and 

then the warhead detaches and falls back to earth. It follows the 

path of a ball thrown upwards which falls down. Since it depends 

on gravity to reach its target, it's called a ballistic missile. 

 

A cruise missile does exactly according to its name. It cruises, over 

land or over water. Its working is similar to a jet engine powered 

airplane.  

 

 Italy passes bill to make torture illegal 

 Italian lawmakers have finally passed a bill making torture a crime 

under national law, after years of parliamentary back-and-forth. 

 Rome signed the UN Convention Against Torture in 1984 but had 

never transferred it into national legislation. 

 

 UNESCO puts city of Hebron on its heritage in danger 

list. 

 UNESCO has declared the Old City of Hebron an 

endangered world heritage site, sparking outrage from Israel 

in a new spat at the international body. 

 Meeting in Poland, the UN‘s cultural arm voted 12 to three — 

with six abstentions — to give heritage status to Hebron‘s 

Old City in the occupied West Bank, which is home to more 

than 200,000 Palestinians and a few hundred Israeli settlers. 

 122 Countries adopts historic global treaty to 
ban Nuclear Weapons. 

 

 The United Nations has adopted a historic global treaty 
banning nuclear weapons. The treaty was adopted by a vote 
of 122 members in favour. The Netherlands was the only 
country who voted against the treaty. 
Singapore abstained from voting. 
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 The nine nuclear powers, namely, the United States, Russia, 
Britain, China, France, India, Pakistan, North Korea and 
Israel neither took part in the negotiations nor cast their vote. 
Even Japan the sole sufferer of atomic attack refrained from 
taking part in the negotiations. Most of the NATO countries 
too boycotted the negotiations. The nuclear powers view the 
treaty as unrealistic and argue that it will not have any impact 
on reducing the global stockpile of 15000 atomic weapons.  
 

 

 2017 G20 Hamburg summit.  
 

 The 2017 G20 Hamburg summit was the twelfth meeting of 
the Group of Twenty (G20), which was held on 7–8 July 2017, 
at Hamburg Messe, in the city of Hamburg, Germany  

 
AGREED 
 

 To support free trade and open markets 
 

 Countries can use "legitimate trade defense instruments" to protect 
their companies if trade partners are taking advantage of them. 

 
 To fight terrorism by, among other things, pushing internet 

providers to detect and remove extremist content. 
 
 To make a renewed push to reduce excess steel production 

capacity — primarily in China. 
 
 
COULDN'T AGREE 

 To unanimously support the Paris agreement on climate change 

 To pursue United Nations sanctions such as asset freezes and 
travel bans against criminals smuggling people from Africa and 
the Middle East to Europe. 
 

 SBI in Nepal launches digital village initiative. 
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 The State Bank of India has launched a digital village initiative 

in Nepal by installing a cash recycling centre. 

 The digital village initiative has been launched in 

Jarisingpouwa in Shankarapur Rural Municipality, 25 km east 

from Kathmandu. 

 The bank has also distributed 430 debit cards to the people of 

the locality, which is considered remote area due to the hill 

side location though it is not very far from Kathmandu city. 

 Solar street lights were also installed in the area. The SBI in 

Nepal also celebrated its 25 years of establishment on July 7. 

 Iraq PM announces 'victory' over Islamic State. 

 
 Iraq‘s prime minister celebrated with troops on Sunday after they 

drove Islamic State militants from some of their last strongholds in 

Mosul. 

 
 Iraq PM Haider al-Abadi arrived in Mosul to declare victory over IS 

in the more than eight-month old operation to drive the militants 

out. 

 
 

 The militants captured Mosul, Iraq‘s second largest city, in a matter 

of days in the summer of 2014. 

 
 IS still hold several smaller towns and villages across Iraq and 

Syria. 

 Japan‟s men-only island gets UNESCO heritage tag 

 

 A men-only island in Japan where women are banned and 

male visitors must bathe naked in the sea before visiting its 

shrine, has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
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 The tiny landmass of Okinoshima is permanently manned by 

a Shinto priest who prays to the island‘s goddess, in a 

tradition that has been kept up for centuries. 

 Limited numbers are permitted to land on the island in the 

Sea of Japan (East Sea) 

 UNESCO‘s heritage committee considered 33 sites for the 

prestigious status at its annual gathering in Poland. 

 UNESCO‘s World Heritage list includes over 1,000 sites, 

monuments and natural phenomena that are of ―outstanding 

universal value‖ to humankind. 

 It includes treasures such as Australia‘s Great Barrier Reef, 

the Taj Mahal in India, and the rock-carved city of Petra in 

modern-day Jordan 

 
 MALABAR 2017 Trilateral Naval Exercise 

 
 India, Japan and United States (US) navies have kicked off 2017 

MALABAR trilateral naval Exercise near Chennai in Bay of 

Bengal. This year it is the 21st edition of the naval exercise.  

 In this edition of the exercise, total of around 15 warships, two 

submarines and scores of fighter jets, surveillance aircraft and 

helicopters from three navies will take part. 

 

 Indian Navy, aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya is participating for 

the first time. 

 

 Malabar Exercise began as an Indo-US bilateral naval drill in 1992. 

Since then it is held annually. Japan had formally joined the 

exercise as a permanent participant in 2015. The primary aim of 

this multilateral exercise is to increase interoperability amongst the 
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three navies and develop common understanding of procedures 

for Maritime Security Operations and deepen defence relations. 

 

NASA Jupiter Probe to Fly Over Great Red Spot. 

 
 NASA's Juno spacecraft is about to get the best-ever look at 

Jupiter's famous Great Red Spot. Jupiter's mysterious Great Red 

Spot is probably the best-known feature of Jupiter. 

 
 It became first space probe to complete flyby of Jupiter‘s Great 

Red Spot. 

 

 The Great Red Spot on Jupiter is a massive storm (cyclone) 

measuring about 16,000 km in diameter. It is largest known storm 

in the solar system.  

 
 Gk byte - Juno Space craft 
 

NASA had launched unmanned spacecraft Juno on August 5, 

2011 from Cape Canaveral, Florida as part of its New Frontiers 

program. It has been orbiting Jupiter, solar system‘s largest 

planet from July 2016. The spacecraft has been named from 

Greco-Roman mythology. It is orbiting Jupiter from pole to 

pole, 5,000 kilometers above planet‘s cloud tops. It has 

mission life istill February 2018. 

 

 22
nd

 World Petroleum Congress held at Istanbul. 

 

 Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri 

Dharmendra Pradhan chaired a Ministerial Session on the subject 

―Current Economic Strategies in Indian Oil & Gas Sector‖. 
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 He also chaired a Plenary Session on ‗Supply and Demand 
Challenges for Oil, Gas and Products‘ at the 22nd World 
Petroleum Congress at Istanbul, Turkey. 
 
 

 The Minister launched an event on Hydrocarbon Exploration & 
Licensing Policy (HELP) as a part of process of promoting the 
upcoming oil & gas bidding rounds in India. 

 

 Vietnam renews Indian Oil Deal in South China Sea. 

 
 Vietnam has granted ONGC Videsh a two-year extension to 

explore oil block 128 in the South China Sea. The permission was 

first granted in the year 2006 which is due to expire in mid-June. 

 

 The part of the oil block 128 is in the U-shaped ‗nine-dash line,‘ the 
area which is claimed by China. The area is also a route for more 
than $5 trillion in trade every year and is also claimed by the 
Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Taiwan. 
 

Liu Xiaobo, Chinese dissident who won Nobel prize, 
dies. 

 
 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, China‘s most 

prominent political prisoner, died on Thursday at a hospital in 

the country‘s northeast, officials said. He was 61. 

 
 Chinese literary critic, writer, human rights activist who called 

for political reforms and end of communist single-party rule. He 

is also known for his role in 1989 Tiananmen Square protests 

in Beijing. 
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 Liu is the third person to have been awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize while in prison or detention, after Germany‟s Carl von 
Ossietzky (1935) and Burma‟s Aung San Suu Kyi (1991). 
 

India ranks 116 out of 157 nations on Sustainable 
Development Goal 

 

 India ranked low 116 out of 157 nations on the 2017 Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) Index and Dashboard report released by 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and 
Bertelsmann Stiftung. 
 

 The Top Countries in the Index are 2017 SDG Index 
were Sweden (1st), Denmark (2nd), Finland (3rd), Norway (4th), 
Czech Republic (5th). 
 

 The SDGs are the set of 17 non-binding goals featuring 169 
targets to be implemented from 2015 to 2030. They were adopted 
by member countries of United Nations at the 2015 UN 
Sustainable Development Summit held in New York. 

 

 India contributes additional $1 million to India-UN 
Development Partnership Fund. 
 

  India has contributed an additional $1 million to India-UN 
Development Partnership Fund launched to support sustainable 
development projects across the developing world. 

 
 Earlier, India had made an initial contribution of $1 million when 

the fund was created. The amount was allocated for the 
implementation of a project benefiting seven Small Island 
Developing States in South Pacific Ocean. 
 

 15 July: World Youth Skills Day 

 
 The World Youth Skills Day is observed globally on 15 July 

every year to raise awareness about the importance of investing 
in youth skills development. Observance of the day aims to 
create more awareness on training and the development of 
skills for the youth of today and also create better employment 
opportunities for the youth. 2017 Theme is ―Skills for All‖. 
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 India, European Union establish Investment 
Facilitation Mechanism. 

 
 India and European Union (EU) have established Investment 

Facilitation Mechanism (IFM) for EU Investments in India. The 
mechanism will allow for a close coordination between EU and 
India with an aim to promote and facilitate EU investment in 
India. 
 

 The key objective of IFM is to pave the way for identifying and 
solving problems faced by EU companies and investors with 
regard to their operations in India. It will cover both new 
investors as well as those already present in India.  
 

 India launches solar project in Egypt 

 

 India has launched a solar project with state-of-the-art 

technology to electrify a remote village in Egypt. 

 The Solar Electrification Project, an off-grid system that is 

ideal for remote locations, has been launched at Agaween 

village in the Western Desert in Matrouh Governorate, close 

to the Libyan border. 

 India provided all the solar panels and sub-systems, 

machinery, equipment and technical support, as well as 

training for technicians, while the Egyptian government 

provided the location for implementation of the project. 

 

 Facebook declines Pak‟s request over cell phone number 
link-up 

 

 Facebook has declined Pakistan government‘s request to link 

all accounts with the users‘ mobile phone numbers. 
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 Pakistan had suggested that Facebook accounts be linked 

with users‘ mobile phone numbers. However, the 

management of Facebook believed it was more feasible to 

sync accounts with email addresses. 

 The purpose of the request - was to help the government deal 

with fake accounts, which were often used to spread hate 

material in cyberspace. 

 

 This was the first time that a senior member of Facebook‘s 

management dealing with global public policy had visited 

Pakistan to discuss measures for addressing the issue of 

misuse of social media platforms especially Facebook which 

has over 33 million users in the country at the moment. 

 Indonesia renames part of South China Sea. 

 
 Indonesia has named waters in its exclusive economic zone that 

overlap with China‘s expansive claim to the South China Sea as 

the North Natuna Sea. 

 
 China claims most of the South China Sea, putting it in dispute 

with many southeast Asian nations, and has carried out extensive 

land reclamation. 

 
 Philippines also has claims to the South China Sea. 

 
 Iceland appraised world‘s most peaceful nation, India 137th 

Iceland has been named the world‘s most peaceful nation, besting 

the Global Peace Index for the tenth back to back year. New 

Zealand and Portugal have finished the top three, while Syria has 

been named the slightest peaceful. 
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 US Navy tests world‟s first Laser Weapons System 

 

 United States Navy successfully tested the world‘s first-ever 

active Laser Weapons System (LaWS). In the test, the LaWS 

deployed aboard the USS Ponce amphibious transport ship was 

able to destroy a drone in flight and moving targets on the 

Persian Gulf. USS Ponce is first ship in the world to be 

deployed with such advanced weapons system 

 

LaWS operates within an invisible part of the electromagnetic 

spectrum. It is absolutely silent and incredibly effective.  

 

 Nelson Mandela International Day – 18 July 

 
 Nelson Mandela International Day (or Mandela Day) is 

celebrated every year on 18th July to honour the former Nobel 

Prize winner. 

 
 The day is commemorated with the slogan Take Action! 

Inspire Change.  

 
 The United Nations officially declared this day in November 

2009. Mandela was former President of South Africa. 

 
 Nelson Mandela was awarded India's highest civilian honour, 

the Bharat Ratna in 1990 for his role in the anti-apartheid 

movement. Apart from Pakistan national Khan Abdul Ghaffar 

Khan, he is the only non-Indian to have received the award. 

  Australia joins International Solar Alliance 

 Australia became the 35th country to join the International Solar 

Alliance, an initiative launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 

November 2015 in Paris. 

 It is co-led by India and France. 

 The aim was to support developing countries to boost their solar 

production capacity. 
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 The solar alliance, whose head office is in India, has grown 

stronger in the past two years with more countries joining the 

group and signing the agreement. 

 

 IMF approves conditional $1.8 billion loan to Greece. 

 

 The International Monetary Fund‘s board approved a $1.8 

billion loan to Greece but will only release the money if the 

country gets debt relief from its European creditors. 

 The IMF has praised Greece for taking steps to reduce its 

budget deficits, including expanding its tax base and cutting 

spending on pensions. But the lending agency is pressuring 

Greece‘s eurozone lenders to provide enough relief to ensure 

the battered country can pay its bills. 

 If an agreement on debt relief is reached, the IMF will join the 

eurozone lenders in an ongoing bailout. 

 

 UNESCO has named Sharjah as the World Book 

Capital for 2019. 

 
  Sharjah was chosen for its efforts to make books accessible 

to its entire population. Salient Highlights Sharjah was 

selected to underline the efforts taken by it to make books 

accessible for reading to as many people as possible, 

especially the marginalised populations. 

 
  It has followed an innovative and inclusive community-

focused activity programme to engage people, in particular, 

the very large migrant population. Sharjah is the 19th city to 

be named as World Book Capital by the UNESCO. 
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 Sharjah has become the first among the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and third in the Arab world and the Middle East to 
receive this prestigious recognition.  

 

 Spanish scientists develop „anti-Zika drug‟ 

 
 Researchers from a southeastern Spanish university 

announced the discovery of a molecule that could be used 

as a potential drug to fight the effects of a Zika virus 

infection. 

 Scientists belonging to its Bioinformatics and High-

Performance Computing research group had found that a 

compound previously used as an antibiotic countered the 

symptoms of the mosquito-borne disease. 

 
 The molecular structure of the proteins involved in the Zika 

virus‘ replication process was first described only a year ago. 

 

 Iran and Iraq sign accord to boost military cooperation 

 
 Iran and Iraq signed an agreement on Sunday to step up military 

cooperation and the fight against terrorism and extremism. 
 

 Iran-Iraq ties have improved since Iran's long-time enemy Saddam 
Hussein was toppled in 2003 and an Iraqi government led by Shia 
Muslims came to power. Iran is mostly a Shia nation. 

 
 Tensions between Iran and the United States have heightened 

since the election of Mr. Trump, who has often accused Tehran of 
backing militant groups and destabilising the region. 

 

 
  

India third largest terror target after Iraq and 

Afghanistan: US report. 
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 India has displaced Pakistan on a list of countries facing 

terror attacks in 2016, with higher fatalities and injuries than 

its restive neighbour, according to data compiled by the US 

state department. 

 Out of 11,072 terror attacks in 2016 worldwide, India bore 

the brunt of 927, 16% more than 2015 (798). 

 More than half of the terror attacks in India in 2016 took 

place in four states – J&K, Chhattisgarh, Manipur and 

Jharkhand. Iraq is on the top of the list. 

 World‟s oldest emoji discovered‟ on pottery 
 

 Archaeologists have discovered what may be the world‘s 

oldest emoji — a smiley face painted on an 3,700-year-

old piece of pottery. 

 During an excavation at an ancient city whose remains 

are in modern-day Turkey near the Syrian border, 

archaeologists found the ancient pitcher with three 

visible paint strokes on it — two dots for eyes and a 

curve for a smile. 

 World‟s first floating wind farm starts in Scotland 

 
 The world‘s first full-scale floating wind farm started to take 

shape off the north-east coast of Scotland.The Peter head wind 

farm is known as Hywind, is a trial. 

 

 It is a tech development project to ensure it‘s working in open 

sea conditions. 

 

 The Hywind project is being run in collaboration with the Abu 

Dhabi firm Masdar. 

  Bolivia declared total independence from World Bank 

& IMF 
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 Bolivia's President Evo Morales has been highlighting his 

government's independence from international money lending 

organizations and their detrimental impact the nation. 

 
 Some of Bolivia‘s largest resistance struggles in the last 60 years 

have targeted the economic policies carried out by the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.  

 

 BRICS Youth Forum opens in Beijing 
 

 The 2017 BRICS Youth Forum opened in Beijing, China to 

discuss the development of the youth in the countries. 

 

 The theme of the three-day forum is 'Enhance BRICS 

Partnership, Promote Youth Development'. 

 

 The five BRICS countries are Brazil, Russia, India, China and 

South Africa first came up with the idea of establishing a 

dialogue mechanism for BRICS youth in 2014 during a 

meeting between BRICS leaders in South Africa. 

 Scientists develop new software that can crate 3D 
models from 2D photographs 
 
 Scientists have developed new Artificial intelligence 

(AI) software called SurfNet that can create three dimensional 

(3D) models from 2D photographs. 

 

 SurfNet software using hundreds of thousands of 2D shapes of 

objects can reconstruct it a model in 3Dimensions. 

 

 It can be used in robotics, object recognition and even self-

driving cars. SurfNet will give them the ability to understand the 

3D environment around them using standard 2D cameras. 
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 Indonesia to host AFC U-19 Championship 
 
 The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Competition 

Committee awarded Indonesia the hosting of the AFC Under-

19 Championship 2018. 

 

 The AFC U-19 championship is scheduled to be held from 18 

October to 4 November 2018. 

 

 The committee felt that Indonesia was regarded as the most 

favourable among the bidders. 

 

 Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif resigns over 
Panama Papers verdict. 

 

 Nawaz Sharif resigned as Prime Minister of Pakistan following a 
decision by the country's Supreme Court to disqualify him from 
office. 
 

 He is only the second after former prime minister Yousaf Raza 
Gilani to be dismissed by the Supreme Court. 
 

 Due to a probe into his family's wealth following the 2015 Panama 
Papers Mr Sharif's children to offshore companies. 
 

 Iran successfully launches satellite-carrying rocket. 

 
 Iran successfully launched a satellite-carrying rocket Simorghinto 

space recently. 
 

 The launch of a ―Simorgh‖ rocket that is capable of carrying a 
satellite weighing 250 kilograms (550 pounds). ―Simorgh‖ means 
―phoenix‖ in Farsi. 
 

 It took place at the Imam Khomeini National Space Station in 
Semnan, 220 kilometres (138 miles) east of Tehran. 
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 Amazon's Jeff Bezos briefly overtakes Gates to become 
world‟s richest. 

 

 Amazon founder Jeff Bezos became the world's richest person, as 
a jump in the share price of the US tech giant enabled him to 
overtake Microsoft founder Bill Gates. 
 

 He is chairman and chief executive of the Seattle-based company, 
was worth almost $91billions after Amazon‘s share price rose 
more than 1 per cent in morning trading in New York. 
 

 According to Forbes, Gates is the richest person in the magazine's 
annual rankings in March for the past four years and for 18 of the 
past 22 years. 

 

 29
th

 July - International Tiger Day. 

 
 This year‘s International Tiger Day would be celebrated with the 

slogan ‗Fresh Ecology For Tigers‟ Protection‟. 
 
 This was first celebrated in 2010 and was founded at an 

international summit that had been called in response to the 
shocking news that 97% of all wild tigers had disappeared in the 
last century, with only around 3,000 left alive. 

 
 Tigers are on the brink of extinction and International World Tiger 

Day aims to bring attention to this fact and try to halt their decline.  
International World Tiger Day aims to bring attention to this fact 
and try to halt their decline. 

 Caeleb Dressel becomes first ever Swimmer to win 
three gold medals in one night at worlds 
Championship. 

 

 The 20-year-old Caeleb Dresselas America‘s newest star of the 
pool recently became the first swimmer to win three gold medals 
on a single night at either the worlds or the Olympics. 
 

 Caeleb Dressel accomplished this feat at 2017 FINA World 
Aquatics Championships in Budapest, Hungary.  
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 Shahid Khaqan Abbasi declared as interim Pakistan 
Prime Minister 

 

 Pakistan Muslim League selected Minister for Petroleum and 
Natural Resources, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi to be the interim 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
 

 Nawaz Sharif recently resigned as Pakistan Prime Minister after 
the Supreme Court disqualified him from holding public office. 
 

 Sri Lanka and China sign $1.1 billion Hambantota 
Port Deal. 

 

 Sri Lanka signed $1.1 billion deal to the United States of America 
to sell a 70% stake in the strategic Hambantota deep-sea port to 
China. 
 

 It is a deep-water port in the southern tip of Sri Lanka. 
 

 The deal was signed between Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) 
and China Merchants Port Holding Company (CMPort) 
 

 These sea lines run through several major maritime choke points 
such as the Strait of Mandeb, Strait of Hormuz, Strait of Malacca 
and the Lombok Strait as well as other strategic maritime centres 
in Pakistan, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Somalia.  

 

 July 30 - United Nation's World Day against 
Trafficking in Persons. 

 

 The United Nations World Day against Trafficking in 
Persons is observed on  30 July across the world. 
 

 This year, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
selected „Act to Protect and Assist Trafficked Persons‟ as the 
focus of the Day. 
 

 The theme aims at one of the most pressing issues of the largest 
mixed migration movements of refugees and migrants. 

 Ramon Magsaysay award , 2017 
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 The six winners of this year‘s Ramon Magsaysay Awards, 

regarded as Asia‘s version of the Nobel Prize. 

 
 A Japanese (Ishizawa, Yoshiaki) historian who helped 

Cambodians preserve the Angkor temples  

 
 

  A Sri Lankan teacher (Shanmugam Gethise) who counselled 

war widows and orphans to overcome their nightmares are among 

an Indonesian working for the return of large tracts of forest land to 

indigenous communities 

 
 A Singaporean (Tay,Tony) who leads the cooking of 6,000 meals 

a day for the destitute 

 
 

 A Philippine (Philippine Educational Theatre Association)  

theatre group which stood up to a dictatorship and a Filipino who 

oversaw the opening of job-generating export processing zones.  

 
 One more Philippine (De Lima, Lilia) for harnessing sustained, 

non-stop and credible public service. 

 
 An Indonesian (Nababan, Abdon) For  giving compelling face 

and voice to Adat communities and their rights.  

 
 The awards, named after a Philippine president who died in a 

1957 plane crash, are to be presented in Manila on August 31. 

 
 

 Switzerland - World‟s longest pedestrian suspension 
bridge opens. 
 
 The world‘s longest pedestrian suspension bridge the  

Europaweg (Europe Bridge) a ribbon-thin span nearly a third of a 

mile long at in Randa, Switzerland. 
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 It measures 1,620 feet long and rises as high as 278 feet above 

the Grabengufer ravine. 

 

 It replaces an older bridge which was closed in 2010 after it was 

damaged by falling rocks. 

 China opens its first overseas Military base in Djibouti 

 China formally launched its first overseas naval facility in Djibouti, 
an East African nation. 
 

 Five Chinese formations and Djibouti‘s Three Services 
HonorGuard took part in the launch ceremony on 1 of August 
2017. 
 

 The event marked the 90th anniversary of the Chinese military 
Services. 
 

 Djibouti is a tiny East African nation of around 887,000 people, is 
between Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Somalia. 

 Dijbouti is known as horn of Africa. 
 

 Peter O‟Neill re-elected as Prime Minister of Papua New 
Guinea. 

 

  Peter O‘Neill has been reappointed as Prime Minister of Papua 
New Guinea. 
 

 The election has been widely criticized because thousands of 
voters were excluded and there were blazing abuses of the 
electoral process. 
 

 He is the leader of the People‘s National Congress and represents 
the constituency of Ialibu-Pangia. 
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 World breastfeeding week is observed from August 1st 
to August 7

th
. 

 

 World breastfeeding weekis being celebrated from 1st to 7th 
August every year. 
 

 The theme for the year 2017 is  “Sustaining Breastfeeding 
Together”. 
 

 It was first celebrated in 1992 by World Alliance for Breastfeeding 
 World Breastfeeding WeekAction (WABA) and is now observed in 
over 120 countries by United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF), 
World Health Organization (WHO) and their partners including 
individuals, organizations, and governments. 
 
 

 Qatar to become first Arab state to offer permanent 
residency to some non-citizens. 
 

 Qatar‘s Cabinet approved a draft law making permanent residency 
available to some non-citizens of the country. 
 

 Under the new law, Residency permits will be granted to children of 
Qatari women married to foreigners. 
 

 Gulf Arab countries have a high number of expatriate workers but 
do not allow naturalization of foreigners except in rare cases. 

 

GK bit – Qatar  

 

 Qatar (Capital Doah) is a high-income economy, backed by the 
world's third-largest natural-gas reserves and oil reserves. The 
country has the highest per capita income in the world. Qatar is 
classified by the UN as a country of very high human development 
and is the most advanced Arab state for human development. 
Qatar is a significant power in the Arab world, supporting several 
rebel groups during the Arab Spring both financially and through its 
globally expanding media group, Al Jazeera Media Network. For its 
size, Qatar wields disproportionate influence in the world, and has 
been identified as a middle power. Qatar will host the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup, becoming the first Arab country to do so.  
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 In June 2017, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Egypt, among other Gulf states, cut off diplomatic relations with 
Qatar, accusing it of supporting and funding terrorism and 
manipulating internal affairs of its neighboring states, causing 
the 2017 Qatar diplomatic crisis. 

 

 Hassan Rouhani sworn in as Iran‟s president for a 
second term. 

 

 Hassan Rouhani officially was sworn in as the President of Iran for 
a second term. 
 

 
 As per Iran‘s Election Law, a President Elect is required to get the 

Leader‘s approval before being sworn-in before the Parliament. 
 

 Rouhani won the re-election in May 2017, after securing 57% of the 
votes. He defeated his main contender Ebrahim Raeisi. 

  

VENUS - Satellite launched by Israel to monitor 
climate change and vegetation. 
 

 Two satellites are launched by Israel including one dedicated to 

monitoring the effects of climate change on vegetation were 

successfully launched into orbit. 

   The Vegetation and Environment monitoring on a New Micro 

Satellite -- or Venus -- is a joint effort between France's National 

Centre for Space Studies (CNES) and Israel's space agency. 

  They were launched from Korou, in French Guiana, at 10:56 PM 

(local time). 

  Venus will photograph 110 specific sites across the world every 

two days for two-and-a-half years, charting the impact of climate 

change on ecosystems and agriculture as well as studying carbon 

stocks and plant evolution. 
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 Philippines bans private use of Firecrackers 
 

 Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte signed an executive order 
banning the private use of firecrackers in the country. 
 

 Health authorities recorded 350 fireworks-related injuries as the 
country welcomed 2017. 
 
 

 United States approves Sale of UAV Technology to 
India 
 
 The United States cleared the sale of the state-of-the-art 

Guardian 22 unmanned Guardian flights to India. 
 
 The deal to sell Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) flights to 

India is estimated to be worth $2 to $3 billion. 
 
 The transfer of the state-of-the-art UAV technology to India 

will be the first significant progress after India‘s entry into the 
exclusive Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and 
after the US has designated India as a major defence 
partner. 

 
 Last year, the Indian Navy requested for this Intelligence, 

Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) platform.  
 

 

 United States to sell C-17 Globemaster Transport 
Aircraft to India. 
 
 The United States of America (USA) decided to sell one C-

17 transport aircraft to India. 
 

 The sale of USD 366.2 million C-17 transport aircraft 
manufactured by Boeing also includes one Missile Warning 
System, one Countermeasures Dispensing System, one 
Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) Transponder and precision 
navigation equipment. 
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 The Boeing C-17A Globemaster III military airlift aircraft is 
one of the most flexible cargo aircraft of the US Air Force 
fleet. 

 NASA‟s Hubble detects Exoplanet with glowing water 
atmosphere. 
 
 NASA‘s Hubble Space Telescope discovered the strongest 

evidence to date for the stratosphere on a planet outside our solar 

system, WASP-121b. 

 

 The stratosphere is a layer of atmosphere in which temperature 

increases with higher altitudes.  

 
 The discovery was made by an International team of researchers 

led by the University of Exeter by observing glowing water 

molecules in WASP-121b‘s atmosphere. 

 
 The WASP-121b exoplanet is gas giant commonly referred to as a 

‗hot Jupiter‘. It has 1.2 times greater mass and 1.9 times greater 

radius than Jupiter. 

 After Arab states, Israel seeks to ban Al-Jazeera. 

 
 Israel seeks to ban Qatar‘s flagship Al-Jazeera news network from 

operating in the country, joining regional Arab states that already 

shut the station after accusing the broadcaster of inciting violence. 

 
 Jordan and Saudi Arabia have recently closed Al-Jazeera‘s local 

offices, while the channel and its affiliate sites have been blocked 

in Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain. 

 

 U.K. denies agreeing to €40 billion Brexit Bill 

 
 Britain does not recognise media reports that the government is 

willing to pay €40 billion (approx. ₹3.1 trillion) to exit the European 
Union, Prime Minister said. 
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 The so-called ―exit bill‖ is one of the first issues on the Brexit 
negotiating agenda, and also one of the most contentious. The EU 
has floated a figure of €60 billion, while Britain has not indicated 
how much it would be prepared to pay. 
 

 Britain has less than two years to negotiate the terms of its exit 
from the EU — an unprecedented untangling of more than 40 
years of legal, economic and political ties. 

 
 
 

 US submits official withdrawal from Paris climate pact 

 
 The United States has officially informed the United Nations that it 

will withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement. But would 

continue to participate in UN climate change meetings during the 

withdrawal process. 

 
 Earlier, US had pledged as part of the Paris accord to cut US 

greenhouse gas emissions by as much as 28 percent from 2005 

levels by 2025 to help slow global warming. 

 
Gk bit – Paris Climate Agreement 
 

 Paris climate agreement is an agreement within the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

dealing with greenhouse gas emissions mitigation, adaptationand 

finance starting in the year 2020.  

 
  196 Countries presented at the 21st Conference of the Parties of 

the UNFCCC in Paris and adopted by consensus on 12 December 

2015. As of August 2017, 195 UNFCCC members have signed the 

agreement, 159 of which have ratified it. 

 
 China, the United States (left now) and India, the countries with 

three of the four largest greenhouse gas emissions of the 

signatories' total (about 42% together). 
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 UN Security Council imposes new sanctions on North 

Korea. 
 

 United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has passed a resolution 

imposing new sanctions on North Korea for its continued 

intercontinental ballistic missile testing and violations of UN 

resolutions. The UNSC unanimously approved tough new 

sanctions last night including a ban on coal and other exports 

worth over 1 billion dollars. 

 
 The resolution prevents North Korea from increasing the number 

of workers it sends abroad. It also prohibits all new joint ventures 

with North Korea, bans new investment in the current joint 

companies and adds nine North Korean officials and four entities 

including North Korea‘s main foreign exchange bank to the UN 

sanctions blacklist. 

Gk bit – UNSC 
 

 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six 

principal organs of the United Nations, charged with the 

maintenance of international peace and security as well as 

accepting new members to the United Nations and approving any 

changes to its United Nations Charter. Its powers include the 

establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment 

of international sanctions, and the authorization of military 

action through Security Council resolutions; it is the only UN body 

with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. 

The Security Council held its first session on 17 January 1946. 

 
 The Security Council consists of fifteen members.  

         5 are permanent -  US,UK,FRANCE,RUSSIA and CHINA. 
 10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to serve 

two-year terms. The body's presidency rotates monthly among its 

members. 
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